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attain its full meaning, should set itself greater
aims than the annihilation of Hitler's Reich: it
should, here and now, aim at the establishment
of a classless society freed from exploitation, in
which the whole of mankind will find well-being
and liberty.
The fate of the French Trade Unions
was  settled   a  little  later.    The  C.G.T.
(French T.U.d) had retired to Toulouse.
While it lay low, waiting for further develop-
ments, the Trade Union movement was torr
by the same currents which rent the Socialis
Party,   It was, moreover, affected by tfo
appointment of one of its leading officials
Rene Belin, to be Minister of Labour in th
Vichy Government.   This kindled the hope
of many who were only too ready to harbou
illusions.   Give Belin a chance !   There was
tendency to trust an old comrade, howevt
much he had given way, even in the past, 1
neo-democratic, neo-Socialist ideas of Fasci
inspiration.   A conference of Trade Unic
officials, had it been held, might easily ha1
resulted in a vote of confidence for Beli
This was avoided and the issue more or 1<
dodged.   The C.G/T. executive, howevi
was reorganised, leaving out Leon Jouhai
its former general secretary.
Enquiries at Vichy about what the Govei
ment intended to do with the Trade Unic